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Sir: 

The following information and attached material are submitted for the 
Examiner's consideration relative to one or more of the claims in the above-identified 
application. Form PTO-1449 and^opy of each item listed thereon are attached. 



All of the art, including the foreign language patents, is cited by the applicants 
in this application or the parent application Serial No. 09/1 85,3 10, filed 3 November 
1998. The relevance of these documents to the claimed subject matter in this 
application is believed to be explained in the application. 



Certificate of Mailing Date of Deposit 20 September 2000 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage for 
"Priority" service on the date indicated above and is addressed to the Honorable Director of the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office, Washington, DC 20231. 

Meridith L. Zucco 
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One or more of the documents may have markings thereon. No significance is 
meant to be attached to the markings. 



It is believed that this disclosure complies with the requirements of 37 C.F.R. 
§§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, and the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure §609. If for 
some reason the examiner considers otherwise, it is respectfully requested that the 
undersigned be called so that any deficiencies can be remedied. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Kevin M. Kercher 

Reg. No. 33,408 

Husch & Eppenberger, LLC 

401 Main Street, Suite 1400 

Peoria, Illinois 61602 

Telephone: 309-637-4900 
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